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(Citizen Suit) 

AFFIDAVIT OF STEVEN GOBELMAN 

1,- STEVEN GO BELMAN, certify under penalty of perjury that the statements set forth in 

this affidavit are true and correct, and hereby declare and state as follows: 

1. On the night of November 10, 2019, while playing hockey, I suffered an injury to 

my right ankle. I was immediately taken to the emergency room at Memorial Medical Center in 
' ' 

Springfield, Illinois for evaluation and treatment. 

4. Once at the emergency room, my ankle was x-rayed. The x-ray showed that I had 

broken both my tibia and fibula at my ankle. 

5. While I was in the emergency room, I was evaluated by Doctor Stephen Pineda, 

who was the on-call orthopedic specialist at the hospital that evening. He advised me that I would 

need surgery to correct the breaks to my tibia and fibula. My ankle was then placed in a cast as 

a temporary measure, in order to allow"the swelling in my ankle to go down. This was a necessary 

pre-condition before my ankle could be operated on. 

6. On November 18, 2019, I saw Dr. Pineda at his office in Springfield.. He 

determined that at that time that the swelling around my ankle had gone down enough, such that , 

I could now be scheduled for surgery. D_uring this visit, he advised me that it would take 

approximately six weeks for me to recover from this surgery. 

7. On November 21, 2019, Dr. Pineda operated on me at Memorial Medical Center 

in Springfield, Illinois. The operation lasted. approximately two hours, during which time the 
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doctor inserted a plate into my bone, as well as surgical screws. Due to the severity of the break, 

however, Dr. Pineda also had to insert two long screws, in order to reattach the tibia and fibula. 

8. Because my injuries proved to be more extensive than I had been lead to believe, 

I was advised that my recovery time would take upwards of three months, which was twice as a 
. . 

long of a recovery period long as I had originally been told. Following the surgery, I was sent 

home. 

9. When I was sent home I was advised to elevate my leg, rest and use ice. I was 

also told that I could not put any weight on my right foot for three months, twice the amount of 

time that I had originally been advised I would need to recover from this surgery. This would 

place the end of my restrictions out to approximately mid-February 2020. 

10. I saw Dr. Pineda for a post-surgery visit on December 3, 2019. He advised me 

that my ankle looked good and to continue to stay off of my right foot. I am scheduled to have 

another- follow up appointment with Dr. Pineda on December 31, 2019. 

11. I am currently following Dr. Pineda's instructions. I am only able to get around 

using crutches. In order to go to and from work, I need to be driven by my wife. I have attached 

a true and correct copy of my post-operative instructions from Doctor Pineda as Exhibit 1 to my 

affidavit. 

12. Based on my current recuperation schedule, I will still need crutches to get around 

until approximately mid-February 2020. Given this prognosis, I am concerned that it would be· 
> 

extremely challenging for me to participate in the Board hearing for this matter, which is currently 

scheduled to begin on February 3, 2020. In particular, I am very concerned that if rainy, snowy, 

and/or icy conditions existed at the time of the hearing, I could suffer a potential injury or relapse 

ifl were to slip while getting around. Accordingly, it is my preference that the Board reschedule 

the hearing in.this matter until no earlier than the week of February 17, 2020. 
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FURTHER, AFFIANT SA YETH NOT. 

STEVEN GOBELMAN 

SUBSCRIBED' AND SWORN to before me 

this JqJtv dayofDecember,2019. ~Jl.~~--

BAENNA K SOUZA 
OFFICIAL SEAL 

Notary Public, State of Illinois 
My Commission Expires 

July 1 7, 2023 .............. ..,.......,. ..................... """"'"""''"'"'"• 
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Date: j12/18i';.019 

Name: !Gobelman, Steve, L 

Emplo.l'er / School: 

~:et urn to work/schod en 

HE . .U TH STATlIS FORl\1 

Time In: Time Out: 

Date of birth: 111/12/1$) 

STATI~S 

~~II.__ __ __, restrictions 

r- No lifting over ___ _,I lbs. lfo exposwe to cold, heat, water dami:r,ess, 

chemicals, paint.dust welding (appropriate 
restrictions circled) I Nopushorpullover 1 · I I · 

----~ lbs. withjarm. 
r-· No reaching above shoulder le.'E'l ______ __, 

Keep affected area clean and dy 

. lfo climbing of stairs or ladders 

No work around high speed or moving machney 

l·k, 0per a ling of mobile equipmB'I 

f- No kneeling or squattrg 

r- Should be considered permcnert 

arm 

%of time 

r- One-handed job v.th l . 
,- No use of .----=======------. 

-./ Other 
FIXATION WAS DONE 11/21/19. PATIENT IS CURRENTLY NOii-WEiGHT BEARING ON RIGHT LEG AND CANNOT DRIVE. 
RECOVERY IS ESTIMATED AT GREATER THAN 3 MONTHS. ' 

Restrictions apply until 

Unable 10 work/schcd 

EHcuse from _Fhysical Education und 

Is pregnant with an eHpected date.of corfrare-t cl 

~:equired to take medication during active h:us 

Medcation 

_____ __, and may /may not work until 

v O,he, l""gt ... E""~"'~ T..,.~_,~,;;-E:;E:;D;;l;;O:;::;B ;::E :;;cA:;:;:;:01;;:I ;:;□;:;:□ s;;::;;W:;;:A;;E::;N~O;:;s;;;, N;;:;G;;:;;C:;;R;:;O;;f C:;;:A:;:;:E::;S;:;b~O:;:;R:;:;:l;:;:N G;;:;;, N;;:;C:;;:L:;;: M;;A;::T;;E:;W;;;::EA;::l;;:A;;:E:;:R;:;l;;:;D;:;A;;:'!l;;:O:;:;:ID;:;:F:;:;;:;;:R;;TA:;;:E:;R;:;,;;NJ::;;0:;:;R;Y:;;NV:;;;;::E ,;;G;:;;H;:;:T:,I 

Was in ~ office IOO<I' ,·· ~ Therapy on: I 
~-~-':_-:,_-:,_-:,_-:,_-:,_-:,_-:_-:,_-:,_-:_-:_-:.,----' 

Retwn 10 physician PRN fit folow-c4> on: 12'31119 

!DR STEPHEN PINEDA 

Rease phone Sp,W1!lield Cni. 

~: 

Signature of Provider 
Y,~u are hereby authorized to discuss with and serd to: 

Employer: 

Street: 

City: 

Date: 

State: Zip: 

12118119 

c,r itsrepresentatrve,anyan a rn ormatronyoumay 1ave regarding mycondirion when under observation or treatment of you, including pa,iristo}, 

ob1air,ed, findings.diagnosis, laboratoryresuhs, H-fay results and medicalrecords. 

Signed: 

Springfield Clinic • 1025 S. SiHth St • P.O. BoH 19248 • Springfield, IL627948248 

(217) 528-7541 • (800) 444 -7541 
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AFFIDAVIT OF EV AN J. McGINLEY IN SUPPORT OF IDOT'S MOTION TO CANCEL 

I, EVAN J. McGINLEY, certify under penalty of perjury that the statements set forth in 

this affidavit are true and correct, and hereby declare and state as follows: 

1. I have been lead counsel for the Illinois Department of Transportation ("IDOT") in 

this matter since May of 2014 and represented IDOT during the Board's prior round of hearings 

in this matter during May and June of 2016. 

2. IDOT's concurrently filed Motion to Cancel represents the first time that IDOT has 

sought to cancel the final set of hearings in this matter since the Board issued its Interim Opinion 

and Order on December 15, 2016. 

3. I have known and worked with IDOT's expert witness, Steven Gobelman, for more 

than four and a half years. Mr. Gobelman recently suffered a very serious injury to his ankle and 
' 

is recovering from surgery. 
, 

4. I have discussed the nature and extent of his injuries with Mr. Gobelman now on 

several occasions. Based on my longstanding working relationship with Mr. Gobelman, it is my 

belief that Mr. Gobelman is genuinely concerned about having to travel to Chicago to participate 

in the next round of hearings in this matter, while he is still required to use crutches and his mobility 

is limited. 
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5. IDOT was prepared to go to hearing, as originally scheduled, during .the week of 

November 18, 2019. , When Johns Manville moved to cancel and reschedule the hearing date, 

IDOT did not object. 

6. IDOT's request to now cancel the hearing set to begin on February 3, 2020 to a date 

after February 18, 2020 should not be construed in any way as evidencing any lack of diligence on 

IDOT' s part. 

/ 

SIGNED AND SUBSCRJBED TO ME 

OFFICIAL SEAL 
TERRY L. COTTON 

NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF ILLINOIS 
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES 01-19-2021 

Evan J. McGinley 

> 




